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EMBO Membership Publishing

The EMBO Journal, EMBO Reports, 
Molecular Systems Biology, EMBO 
Molecular Medicine, Life Science 

Alliance, Review Commons

More than 2,000 leading life 
scientists in Europe and beyond

EMBO: Promoting excellence in the life sciences

Programmes and activities

EMBO Fellowships, EMBO Young 
Investigator Network, Courses and 
workshops, Global activities and 

Policy 



European Molecular Biology Conference (EMBC)

31 Member States in Europe

Associated: India, Singapore, 
Taiwan, Chile, Japan

EMBO Programmes

€

An intergovernmental organization driven by a common commitment



Promoting sustainable 
excellence 

EMBO Lab Sustainability 
Award 2024

Fostering partnerships and 
shaping policies 

The Heidelberg Agreement 
22 October 2024

Promoting sustainability in the life sciences

Shaping the future of 
conferencing

Sustainable conferencing badge 
2024
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How can we successfully integrate 
sustainability considerations into funding 
schemes?



Anchoring sustainability considerations in 
DFG funding activities 
• From 1 September 2024 a reflection on ecological 

sustainability is mandatory in DFG application forms. 

• Suggested categories include travel activities

• The information provided will be taken into account when 
the decision on the proposal is made – not as a discipline-
specific assessment, but as a plausibility check.

“It is important for people to learn from each other in this 
area, given that it is new to everyone involved…”

“…close dialogue between actors in the research system will 
be important…”



Wellcome sets environmental 
sustainability standards for researchers

• Wellcome - ‘Environmental Sustainability’ policy April 2024

• Labs: lab-based environments are required to achieve the minimum 
level of accreditation (LEAF and My Green) by the end of 2025

→ responsibility on researchers and institutions

• Researchers can include the relevant costs in their applications.

• Travel: Welcome will only fund essential travel related to our funded 
research, and all travel must be justified.

→ usage of air travel justification tools (e.g., eauc)

• Organisations in high-income countries must sign up to the UK 
Concordat for Environmental Sustainability in R&I
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Challenges and questions for funders 

Funders

Researcher

• How do we weigh the environmental footprint?
• How can we be fair to all fields of research?
• Where do we get the expertise from?
• How can we design an adaptive process?
• How does this affect academic freedom?
• How can we prevent adding more pressure on researchers?
• How can we prevent that it becomes just a compliance-based 

approach (copy-paste exercise to feel morally light)?
• …

Funders

Research 
organizations

→ Need feedback from researchers and organizations 



• How do we deal with the different, changing requirements 
imposed by the various funders?

• Where do we get the time, tools and expertise from?
• …

Challenges and questions for researchers and organizations

Researcher

Funders

Research organisations

Researcher

• Where do we get the expertise from?
• How can we understand the environmental footprint (GHG, biodiversity)

of our research?
• … 
→ Need support from funders and researcher

→ Need support from research organisations and funders 

Research 
organizations



Organizations agreed that… 

1. Funders cannot risk doing nothing.

2. Funders should set ambitious goals.

3. Funding agencies should share a set of principles towards 
sustainability.

4. Funders should highlight the importance
of sustainability in their funding schemes.

5. Funders should support the coordinated development and adoption 
of education, quantification and accreditation tools.

6. Funders should involve researchers and research organizations.



Heidelberg Agreement on 
Environmental Sustainability in 
Research Funding published 22 
October 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13938809

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13938809


Why is it important that funders and researchers evaluate and, 
when necessary, coordinate the development of tools? 

Some of the current promising tools including lab certification 
programmes lack transparency and are not open access. 



FlyingLess ticks all the boxes!



FlyingLess ticks all the boxes!

Integrating tools for air travel reductions such as 
FlyingLess in funding schemes? 



We don't know how we will get there, but we do know that we can 
only achieve this together

Martin Farley (UKRI) and Anne Marie de Beaufort (NWO)


